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During a recent interview with the Inter Press Service (03/14/92), America Guirola, Women's Studies
Center director, said that women have always been relegated to second place in Salvadoran society,
and national reconstruction under the auspices of the peace agreement is not exception. About
20 women's organizations have established the Women's Concertacion. The umbrella group has
proposed that the National Peace Commission (COPAZ) include delegates representing Salvadoran
women. Under the peace agreement, the Commission is comprised of delegates from the army,
government, political parties and the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). COPAZ
delegates representing women's interests would demand full access by women to health and
education, pay equity and land ownership rights. FMLN leader Nidia Diaz said, "We know many
women feel that their interests are not represented in current discussions and in the peace treaty.
The important thing now is to present projects which will help women develop their capabilities."
National Revolutionary Movement (MNR) member Elsa Morales was cited by the Inter Press Service
as saying, "There can be no real democratization without the participation of women."
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